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Who maketh thee to differ from anther S 


And whit haſt thou that thou da not 
receive? Nom if thou didſt recerve it, 
why doſt thou 00 as if * badſt os 
received i its 1: on ad 2 EY. + SOA 03 
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milky as k B 4 Puch af Ein 
Life, under which Vie the Mo- 
i ralifts have uſually looked” upon 

rtr, ſhould ſeem to be founded on 
no Conſideration more rationally 
than on that of the Equality Men are natu- 
rally born under with reſpect to each other. 
Since Human Nature is communicate with- 
out Diſpari = all, and fince nothing can be 
more deſtru e of Society, to fupport which 
is the great * End of Nature's Law, than not to 
reſpect others a8 _ 2 our felves, than to 
1 nu 0 0. 115 +4 over-- 


S 4+ 8 *% 
# L223 
* 


is broken in upon by Pride, a Vice Which 


overlook or appear 8 towards them; it 
is by Conſequence a Precept of the ſame Law, 
that every Man uſe another as one Wi. 4 8 ga- 
turally N n wich him. e 


11 Equair a 


ö 575 Rule b Bebel 
1 


makes Men regardleſs of their Fellow Crea- 


tures upon ſome ſuppoſed Excellency of theirs 


' 


above them. And here, becauſe a Value for 


themſelves is wrought into the very 8 
on Of Mankind, and all, as Was ſaid, have an 


equal Title to Human Nature, with Which 
that Paſſion bears date, in E to prevent the 
Exceſſes of it; Which muſt inevitably create 


the greateſt Confuſion in Society, — 'each 
Member of it will have as good. Pretenſions 
to Arrogance as his Fellow; 11 has ever been 
accounted a conſiderable Piece of Underſtand- 


ing to know. how far, and upon what Grounds 


anyone has a Right to eſteem himſelf The 
moſt ſenſible Opinion advanced upon this Sub- 


ject ſeems to be, that the only rex hate Cauſe 
of valuing . our, ſelves ariſes; from a right Uſe 
of our Free-will ; becauſe, if we except the 


Actions Which flow from "that Power of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mind there is nothing in us that can properly. 
deſerve Blame or Commendation. Hence kl 


the Ad vantages of Riches, Honours, Strength, 
Wit, Learning, or the like, come not wy, my 


Account to make. one diſſer from. another 
be. who raiſes a good Opinion of Mime on 


any 


C2. 
any of thoſe Foundations will be guilty of Pride; 
and upon this Foot he will have ange Chara- 
cter , humble Man, who from a RefleQz : 
on on the common Infirmities of Human Na- 
ture, upon the Faults or Inadvertencies he has 
. guilty oh or obnoxious; to, formerly; or 
be in Time to Cs falling not 
1 —— of What he obſerves to be incident to 
and committed hy thoſe about him; and from 
a Senſe that they all have the fame: Power 
over their Wills, and may all employ it as 
well as himſelf, ſets not * * , 
one Whatever. | 


- 


* Thus the Conbderation- of chan RE OY YM 
Nature there is among Men, by ee them 
to lool not * on their own: Thi '.alſo/ 
on the Things, of others, would ab andly ſerve - 
to ſtifle their Pride; and by turning their 
Thoughts upon -the common: Weakneſſes all 
are liable to without Diſtinction, teach them 
neither to undervalue their Brethren, nor to 
over- rate themſelves, and might very well lay 
the een i fury th 5 8 as a ww”: 
Wee F * A #14 TC 
pe) 8 A 56 WS 15 RITA 2801 #e wl 
But in 5 one is made 10 differ. e an 
ther by the unequal Diſtribution of God's Giſts, 
Which, however they are in moſt Inſtances 
extrinſical to a Mans Will; are too apt to 
FT hten the innate: e "he. has for him- 


i; and becauſe another. Object of this Grace, 


Joh 7 303 2f Ig; 


EY — 


pecu- 


only' Riches and Honours, and tlie like, but 
even our Sorts, and all the Powers of them, 
are in the Hunde of God I hall endeavour 
farther to eſtabliſh the Duty, from the Con- 


templation of that Almighty Giver of all Gifts, 
and a View of the Sin and Folly of Men's 
boaſting in any thin OY: We received. =_— 
| maketh thee to differ, e Ge. 5 


＋ he Facial Octafiat 4 theſe 4 wk in "Be 
Fett the main Argument of this Firſt Epiſtle 
to the CORINTHIANS, was to put a 
Stop to their vain bœaſting on Account of the 
Learning and Eloquenee of certain factious 
Teachers crept. into that Church: The Apo- 
fe, having firſt ſhewed them that there was 
no good Reaſon to eſteem them upon the Scgre 
of any ſuch Advantages, 870 chat the Goſpel 
3 not deſignd to he propagated with 7 
f Words; God eint 1 0 choſen 'r 
| fool Men in the Account of World to con- 
found the Wife, ch. 1. v. 27. that natural Hu- 
man Abilities, Parts, or Wiſdom, could never 
have reach'd this Way to Happinels, the Know- 
letlge of which was entirely owing” to Goc Al- 
mighty, to the 1 1 5 10 Fl ee 40 gin) 
in his Preſence, v. 29. farther. tells 
wig 6 they might be diſtingvifhed by WY tho 


bun de cid o Glory 
chem 0 that Sor, deeauſe fees Rat tho 


—_— 
| BO of” = 
Gifts only in the nature of Stewards and Ser- 
vants, who had nothing but what they had 
received, and were accountable for: Let a Max 
ſo account of us, ' as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, an 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God. And that, 
in whatever manner they preached the Goſ- 
pel, they could not aſſume to themſetves any 
Glory from thence, becauſe the Succeſs Was 
wholly owing to G OD, and they but mere 
Men: Neither is he that planteth any thing, mi- 
er he that watereth : but GOD that giveth the 

Increaſe; therefore let no Man glory in Men." 


Which Reaſoning of St. Paul, as it ſerves 
to illuſtrate: the Sence of the Text, ſo does it 
conduce to recommend Humility, and to ex- 
poſe Pride and Oſtentation in a proper Light; 
1 ſhall therefore endeavour farther to eſtabliſh 
the Duty from the Contemplation of God, 
and the Conſideration of the Sin and Folly of 
Men's boaſting in any thing they have re- 
ceived from him, as before propoſed, with a 
particular View-to-this Repreſentation. 


And certainly, as nothing enters more into 
the Character of an humble Mind, than 2 
juſt Senſe of God's abſolute Excellencies, and 
our abſolute Dependance on him, ſo no Image 
can ſerve better to {et forth the Reaſonable- 
neſs of improving that Temper, than a Sur- 
vey of thoſe Excellencies; nothing more effe- 
ctually lay open our oπꝗZnõ Meannels than his 
ee B Majeſty. 
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Majeſty. Indeed GO D's Attributes, in the 
Manner and full Extent of his enjoy ing them, 
are incomprehenſible to us; but notwiithſtand - 
ing, whether we look upon them as ſuch, or 
roceed by that only Method, whereby our 
eaſon comes at any Notices concerning them, 
we have a forcible Argument for our Purpoſe. 


Firſt, If the Divine Perfections are diſpro- 
portionate to the Powers of our Mind, and 
over! bear our weak Faculties, and mult be 
owned to be a Fi above out of our Sight, 
3 too great for Human Thought to 
circumſcribe, What is capable of giving us a 
greater Idea of their Tranſcendency? What 
more prevailing Argument can there be for 
walliug humbly with aur God, than that Which 
this Reflection furniſhes? Light inacceſſible. 
cannot but ſtrike the Mind with the moſt 
awful Sentiments of his Majeſty, Who inha- 
bits it, and induce us, like the Seraphim, Be. 
ings of the moſt enlarged Underſtandings „ 
mention'd by the Prophet to attend G O D's. 
Throne, to cover our Faces in the Preſence of 
his Glory, and to make up in Praiſe and Ve- 
neration what we wane in Knowledge, | . 


And Secoyaly, If our Reaſon can gather ſome 

Conceptions of thoſe bright Properties, but that 

no otherwiſe, than from the dim Reſemblance 

of them in our ſelves. what leads us 1 
Ea | AE | Mor 2 ; 4 ſen 
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a ſenſe of our own, Meannefs and Dependance? 
F rom What We have | recery'd we frame ſome 
Notions of the Donour, and by the Streams that 


flow to us are guided to the Spring whence they: 
ariſe; but, if a Reflection upon what we and 


of thoſe Excellencies in our own Perſans exhibits: 


a faint Draught-of them in the Almighty+; the 


Compariſon it ſuggeſts mult at the ame time 


give us the moſt lively Image of our own Im- 
periechions.. n eie 


$ 


Thus God's Attributes conſidered. either wax 
become to us a Reaſon of Humility; God is in- 
comprehenſible only ; becauſe qur Faculties are 
narrow; and as the utter Incapacity we ate un- 
der of finding out the Almighty. to | fete ion in any 
Inſtance evidently diſcovers our Want of it: 80, 
ſince all the Apprehenſions Men have of any his 


communicable Excellencies, his Wiſdom, his 


Power, his Goodneſs or the like, muſt be drawa 


from the Tdea's they, have of the ſame Qualities: 


in themſelves ; this turn of their Thoughts muſt 
neceſſarily make them obſerve upon their own: 
comparative Ignotance, or Weakneſs, or Der 
i {are 


£ > P, M14) 
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And who, that well examines into the Nast 
ture of God's Excellencies, can think he has 
Reaſon to value himſelf upon his own? WH 
that is under a Conviction: of his Omnipetence, 
will boaſt in his own Strength, and not rather refer 
the Glory of it to its Opn ? Will RY. un. 


him: 


CES): 
him: What doſt thou? And not rather readily 
ſubmit to that Power, which he confeſſedly can- 
not controul? So, if God is of infinite Wiſdom = 
to contrivehin gs, as well as of infinite Power 
to effect them; it will be an inſtance of Pru- 
dence, as well as Humility to be directed by 
him. Thus, if what he poſſeſeseminently we 
partake of in a Degree infinitely imperfect; If 
the weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men, and the 
fooliſhneſs of God wiſer than Men; again, if what 
he enjoys independently we have only by com- 
munication from him; and every good, and every 
perfect Gift cometh from above; where is the cauſe 
of boaſting? However we may differ from one 
another, who may glory in his Sight, whoſe. 
Gifts found the Diſtinctiou? Fay” 1.18 


That we liave nothing but what we have re- 
_ ceived, No one methinks can be ſo much a 
Stranger to his own Condition, as. not to be 
ſenſible of; that whatever we have received, 
whether the Gifts of Nature, or thoſe Attain- 
ments Men are moſt apt to aſcribe to their own 
procurement, ſuch as Learning, or Knowledge, 
or Diſcretion in the conduct of Life, are all from 
God can be as little queſtioned.. As to the En- 
_ dowments.we are born to, to dbubt tlie receipt 
of them at his Hands, is abſolutely to deny his 
Being, which our own, and the Preſervation of 
it are the moſt palpable Evidences of: He is not 
far from every one of us, for in him we live, and 
mode, and have our being. And with regard to 

every 


. ( 4 3 ) 
every other. Gift of what kind ſoever it be; tlie 
Reaſon we have from him will by the fame Me - 
thod eaſily convince, us, that his Sovereignty 
reaches as wide as his Creation, and that What 
is formed by his Almighty word is directed and 
diſpoſed of by his All- wiſe Providence. This we 
ſhall be yet farther ſatisfyed of, if We reflect 
that very many of thoſe Hinges, Whereon the 

Acquiſitions we appear to have the beſt Title 
to a Property in entirely turn, are by Divine - 
Appointment ſet above humane reach. For 

inſtance, if we except only Men's: Virtue, a 
Claim they are generally leſs ſolieitous to aſſert 
their Right to; there is nothing which they can 
with better colour call their own ͤ than their 
Learning in the ſeveral Profeſſions, as the Im- 
provement of Knowledge is the effect of Study, 
and Labour, and the application of their Facul: - 
ties; and yet what is more viſible than that the 
attaining of this depends either upon their Con- 
dition in the World, or on their natural Talents; 
on a good Education, or eaſy Circumſtances, or 
Quickneſs of parts, or Strength of Conſtitution, , 
All which are God's Gifts unqueſtionably. - .. 


+, Thus it is a natural Preſumption to impute 
Succeſs in War to Humane Coura ge and Con- 
duct; but whoever, ſets aſide God's interpoſiti- 
on in thoſe Events certainly diſcovers too great 
a Confidence in the Arm of Heſh; and 1 

chargeable with manifeſt Partiality in favour 
of Men's. Schemes: and Projects, to the pre u- 
$ ny enen 


(14) 
dice of God's Honour; for, beſides that thoſe 
Qualities are themſelves palpably God's Gifts, 
nothing is more notorious than that. Victory 
pOPften depends upon a great variety of -Occur- 
rences, which no humane foreſight can re 
cry, or ' force prevent; and that not 


quent than for the "Wile and Tae 
to fail of Succeſs, at the ſame time that the 
C ard 5 and the worſt concerted 
Meaſures have à good Effect. So we are apt 
to aſcribe Riches to the Addreſs and Dexte- 
rity, or tothe Care and Induſtry of Men; 
but whoever conſiders how much they turn, 
both ab to the procuring,” and the preſerving 
of them, upon Chance, upon Times and Sed. 
ſons which God has never put out of h . own 
Power, will confeſs tliat he, who'giveth Know 
ledge an Still is all Learning and Wiſdom, and 
Vittory in the day of battle, giveth alſo o Mas 
5 10 get wealth.” So true is the wiſe Man's 
Remark; that the Race it not to the 2 nor 
the Battle t the Strong, neither yet Bread to the 
Wiſe,” nor het Riches to Men of Underſtanding, 
nor yet Favour to Men of Skill, but time and 
chance happeneth to them all. Recleſ W 
From all which there cannot a better Infe- 
rence be drawn than that of God himſelf by 
his Prophet: Therefore thus ſaith the Lord; let 
not the wiſe Mam glory in his M dam, neither let 
2 mighty Man glory in his might, tet not | the 
rich Man glory in his viches. But let him that 
Blend, Klon in mh, er, he anderandeth aul 


knowerh 


es at 147 N key =#} go | 
2 . — 4 and Rig 2. . 
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lucdesd to boaſt in an thing. we have re- 
cerved 8 ff we had zot ee is-inche_high-- 
eſt Degree both Criminal and im . 
which Was the ſecond branch of my Argu- 
ment. Firſts, It is criminal; becauſe, 
that every inſtance of ſuch boaſting i, an 172 
of Sacnledge, to rob God of a Tribute due to 
him; it is alſo impiouſly to admit a Rival of 
him into our Breaſts, and to make an Idol of 
his Bleſſings... He that terminates his, Views 
in his own,, Poſſeſſions or Accompliſhme ents, 
and fo ſets. his Heart upon the Figure any 
thing he has received gives him in the Eye 
of the World, makes a God of his Riches or 
Reputation. To fit down with ſufficiency.fa- 
| tied with the . proſpe& of what. We enjoy, 
diſcovers an unconcernedneſs to e e.after- 
the Author of it, and is a real mark of Irre- 
ligion. Jo aſcribe the Succeſs of, What we 
engage in to our on Sagacity or Prudence 
or Strength is to a degree to take the Go 
verument of the Word out..of the Hands af 
Providence, and effectually to put a ſtop to 
all intercourſe with Heaven; in a Ward, by 
letting dur Minds be taken up by our En. 
douments, we. leave no room for the. moſt 
obvious, moſt prevailing Idea of 4 eit) to 
remain in chem: That deducible. 1 his 
ani- 


Cs). 
Manifeſtation of himſelf in his Goodneſs to- 
wards us; and by an unaccountable perverſe- 
neſs make his Beneficence, deſign'd - expreſsly 
to ſolicite our Love, and to engage us in his 
Service, to draw away our, Minds from him. 
To be puffed up then by the Divine Bene- 
fits to the neglect of him who conferred them, 
which is ever the Conſequence: of ſuch Pride, 
is in effect to ſet God's Creatures in compe- 
tition with him, and thereby to eclipſe his 
Glory, a Center to Which every Line both of 
Nature and Religion is pointed; to bring to 
nought the chief purpoſe of his Providence, 
and to diſſolve one of the ſtrickeſt Tyes we 
are under to the Worſhip of him 


Nor is boaſting in what we have received 
only criminal, but alſo, ſecondly, very impru- 
He who values any Gifts, cannot but de- 
ſire they ſhould be continued to him, and 
without allay, and that the more in proporti- 
on as his eſteem of them is greater. Now it 
it be conſidered how infinitely We depend 
upon God, as for the Gifts themſelves, ſo both 
for the Security and the Bleſſing of them; and 
that Humility is repreſented in Scripture to 
have a peculiar Title to God's Favour and 
Protection, and humbling the Hiighty to be a 
work he takes a pleaſure in; and that to thole, 
Who thankfully receive them at his . 
de» 6p 


and to thoſe, only God's Gifts become Blek — 


ings *either real or laſting; it mult appear to 
be the part ok "Wiſdom in point of Intereſt 
as well as Duty to be humble, to entertain 
ſuch a ſenſe of our ſelves as will moſt proba- 
bly incline God to illuſtrate and perpetuate 
our Fortunes; and "therefore à foolifhi Conff- 
dence to that degree to diſcatd all Thoughts 
of dür Dependance on him, as to gloch in 
our felves, or any our Abilities.” Since G 
reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the hum. 
ble, and his Gifts, however in themſelves Va- 
luable, are as to gur Tenure of them very 
-precarious, and without the Divine Influence 
and Direction die away, or, which is worſe, 
are Kepp for the owner's OY to their hurt; Since 
we. ſee the brighteſt, moſt admir'd, nay moſt 
uſeful "Accompliſhments; for inſtance of Body 
or Mind, do often inſenſibly become obſcure, 
or contemptible, or turn to the prejudice of 
the Poſſeſſor, and that by nothing ſo natural- 
5 as the infuſion of Pride; it Will be a piece 
0 che greateſt Prudence to get out that ſtain, 
and in gratitude to glorify God in our bodres 
and in our ſouls, hi, are his, as the beſt me- 
thod” to prevail wich” him ſo to direct the A- 
FVV 
not prove altogether” uſeleſs,” or but the more 
«efninent"and confpicuous Exils. 
And as it is prodent to refer tbe Glory of 
God's Gifts back to the Fountain of them, in 
mmm mmm meg h— 


(28) 
regard of our Dependance on him, leſt | the: 
Ingratitude provoke him to direct the Streams 
to other Channels, or to ſuffer them to low 
to us to our prejudice ; ſo 1s it like wiſe a , wile 
part in reſpect of Men, upon Whoſe Applauſe 
and Approbation our Characters turn. For if 
we would render the Diſtinction our good 
Qualities give either more illuſtrious or more 
durable, the beſt way undoubtedly is not to 
ſet them off too much our ſelves; Merit is 
ever moſt admired, Where there is the leaſt 


Oſtentation of it, while all Men conſpire to de- 


tract from his Praiſes, who appears to be full 
of them himſelf; of which this obvious Rea- 
ſon is aſſignable: That the Vain, by appear- 

ing 25 wholly taken up with themſelves, 

diſcover a Contempt of others, who therefore 
in juſt return are pleaſed with mortifying 
them. Whereas the Meek and Humble give 
no ſuch Umbrage, they alarm not the wake- 
ful Jealouſy of ſelf love; and on that account 
eaſily meet with that Reſpect they are as 
ready to give, with thoſe Commendations they 
do not court, or ever abuſe to the Diſpanage- 
ment of thoſe they are concern d with. There 
is indeed no Vice raiſes the averſion of the 
World more than Vanity; no Addreſs makes 
Men better receivd, than that which thoſe 
related Virtues. Modeſty and Humility form; 
ſuch a Caſt does the Tincture of Pride ive, 
that it readers the beſt Perſonal Qualificati- 
ons odious ; ſuch are the Graces of Humility, 
| b.. 4d Aer tio ek „ "574 K "45S 
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as a wy engage in Favour of the moſt Indiffc- 
Thus nothing ſo much defeats its qwn 
Patpoſe) the Defire of Glory, as Pride and 
Arrogance, and none are ſo fecure of attain- 
ing that End as thoſe IM are 1 enden 
00 purſue ir. en | 


Since then Wile as pn oy | God; reſifs th 
Prog and with-holds his Eſteem In 
tion ta the Porwardnefs with which'it: 5 
to be demanged, whatever Right to it any 
Merit may give, it muſt be a Þoliſh Part to 
proſtcute the Title by a Clam luck wil 
8 deffroy the dne | | 


And as the Humble are n to " 
our them, ſo will they be aſſo always eaſy 
to themſelves, and, as onr bleſſed Saviour 
miſes them, find Reft to their Souls. Peace of 
Mind indeed is univerſally the Reward of 
every Virtue, but this contributes: to it in a 

rticular manner, as it is the Principle of all 
others. A Senſe of our Corruption and De⸗ 
pendance upon God Almighty i the firft, and 
a neceſſary Step to Conyerſion, from which 
he that boaſts in himſelf will ever be far re 
moved; nor is that Man capable of Repent: 
* who i is not diſpoſed to R Aas 
this alſo is God's Gift. A lively Concern for 


all our Imperfections, a Temper utterly in 
conſiſtent with Pride, is abſolutely neceſſar 

to a ere We and therefore ale 
2 | atis- 


FB). 
Satisfactions à Perſon ſeems to have, who is. 
pleas d with himſelf, and- who -groundleſly 
with the Phariſee thanks God he is not a Sin. 
ner as other Men are, cannot be ſolid and real. 


Beſides, the Humble are not only bleſt with 
the joys of a quiet Conſcience, flowing from 
_ 2: welkgrounded Expectation of God's future 
Benefits, but he enjoys alſo a conſtant Calm 
within his Breaſt with regard to the preſent 
Condition God has placed him in. Whatever 
his Circumſtances are, tho he differ from others 
only in Misfortune, he is ever eafy under it, 
from a juſt Senſe that every Incident of his 
Life is under the Direction of infinite Power, 
Which he therefore cannot reſiſt, of infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, which therefore he 
ought in Prudence to ſubmit to. This join'd 
with the modeſt Opinion he has of himſelf, 
without Exception the beſt Preventive againſt 
the Force of Impatience and Diſcontent, lays 
the Storms of a reſtleſs Ambition, and ren- 
ders the greateſt "Temporal Infelicities an 
Diſappointments leſs thocking. ; 
Would we then. find Favour with God and 
Man, let us not be too favourable to our ſelves, 
thus we ſhall learn both how to abound and how 
to ſuffer Need, and whether we: receive Good 
at God's Hand or Evil, ſince AMfictions alſo 
ſpring not out of the Ground, be freed from the 
Diſturbances Which Want on the one hand, 
„ | and 


* f a 


| there 15 nothing which We have not received, 


May 
and the no leſs uneaſy- Tranſports which Af. 
fluence creates on the dthert 
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has been faid the moſt engaging Inducements 


to Humility, particularly from the Advantages 


ariſing from the Exerciſe of it, Arguments 
of all other the moſt prevailing over? Man- 
kind, ſo are we hereby let into the readieſt 
Method of attaining it, in that we are put 
upon retiring into our ſelves, and conſidering 
what dependent Creatures we are; for cer- 
tainly nothing promotes Pride ſo much as Want 
of Conſideration in the Perſon tainted with 
it; as the Frame of Mind here recommended 
is in a great meaſure the natural Reſult of 


Thought and Reflection. If we enter into 


Detail of thoſe Things we are diſtinguiſhed 
from one another by, and look into the Na- 
ture and real Worth of what we are moſt 
apt to value our ſelves upon, as Wit, or Beau- 
ty, or Riches, or Learning. Again, If, in ob- 
ſerving upon our ſelves, We always compare 
our ſelves with thoſe, Who are reputed moſt 
eminent for thoſe Advantages or Accompliſh-- 


ments, with thoſe above, not thoſe beneath 


us, we {hall find little reaſon to boaſt either 
on Account of the Things themſelves, or of 
our enjoying them in a greater Degree than 
other Men. If we conſider eſpecially mho it 
is that maketh us diſfer from others, and that 


that 


4 
that che Gifts we have ing from ane” ang. 
ther are Kg {o. — 232 committed 


to us by God Almighty in the nature of a 


1 Truſt, we cannot believe the Glory of them 


redounds to any, but that Lord whote they 
are, and to whom we are only Stewards of 
> oor Accomptants for Em and that thoutd 

1 oy 7 5 
to us be pred running over t 
ſhall we be ſo far from thinking this 4 


incline us 


ing, that it will on the contrary 


to be the more humble, to conſider that our 


Account becomes thereby but the larger, and 
Derr of it e . 


Lale let ws e rhe Sather-of 
our Tau; and while we give thanks for that 


u0{peakable Gift (Which in paſſing Humility 2 | 


lone can make us capable of 'embracing a 
We r 
pPrelly inc „ as e a more re- 
markable Example af this Virtne, than of a- 
ny other of his Goſpel. 


rit tie mn of Heaven, and to the week that 
they ſhall inherit the Earth. Occaſionally expoſing 
the Pride of the Phariſecs, he, who had been 
always among his Den ws be that 


Nee 
theme a conformity — He that i great 


eſt 


dame: which Gad groeth to be Matter of boaſt- 


In bis one Sermon 
upon the Mount, he promiſes 10 the poor in Spi- 


— 


Cw). 4 


lowly in heart, diſcovers he recommended him- 
ſelf to the Imitation of his Followers in a par- 
ticular. manner in this Inſtance. And certain 
ly thoſe wonderful and amazing Condeſcenſi- 


- 


Man, and dwell among us; of him, who'had 


to live on Earth in ſo low. a. Fortune; and 
ſuffer the brightneſs of God's Glam and the expreſs 
Tmage. of bis Perſon. to be obſcur d andidefaced* 
by the Infirmities inſeparable from our Condi- 
tion; and at the laſt to ſubmit to a Death of ſo 
much pain and ignominy, are precedents of 
this Vartue not only exceeding all other, but 
which in Nature admit not a poſſibility of 
being come up to. If he, to whom 47 mad gives 
to have Life in himſelf, reſigned that peculiar Pri- 
vilege, and /affered Death upon the Croſs, that al 

Mazxkind ſhould follow the Example of his great Hau 
mility, let not us, whoſe Gifts are at beſt pre- 
carious and dependent, and fall infinitely. ſhort 
of his, Whoſe are all Things which the Father has, ſo: 
far, ſo unreaſonably fruſtrate this his Purpoſe, 
2s to be proud of them; but rather, if we will © 
glory, let us with our Apoſtle 694 " the Thing. 
which concern. our ſufirmities; tor mar we are 

meal then are We ſtrong. Since him, who differ. 
ed from us in a Degree inconceivably ſuperiour 
to any DiſtinCtion diſcoverable amongſt our 
felves, God made like unto us, lower than the _ | 

. | ' gels, 


: 
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Felt, r0' crown him with Glory and N ſbip; let uss 


N un like manner, having ſuch a Pattern before us, 
\ and knows the End of ſuth 1 as St. 

W. . Sek + Sa + £ Wa. Mr QI ENT ; * 
Peer adviſes, humble our ſelves under 1 
"Hand of God, that he may exalt us in ane time, that 


"ve alſo may receive à romn of Glory that 2deth not _ 


amy. Tihall cloſe all with our Apoftle's Exhor- 


tation to the Philippians, which is to this Pur- 


pertinent, and of very eafy Application to 
the Whole, and is beyond Expreffion moving; 


Let nothing be done through Strife, or Vaimglory, 

but in 22 of Mind let each eſteem other better 

* han themſelves. Look not every Mam on his om 
4 things, but every Man alſo on the things of others. 
Let this Mind be in you, which was alſo in Chrift 

Jeſus: who being in the form of God, thought it 

not robbery to be equal with God, but malle binſelf 

of no reputation, and". took upon him the form of 2 


- "Servant, and was malle in the likeneſs of Men An 


being found in faſhion as a Man, he humbled him- 


ſelf,and became obedient unto death, even the death 


theCroſs. Nherefore God alſo hath highly exalted; hum, 
and given him a Name which is above ever) Name.” 


0 that Name let every Ke bowe, of things 


in Heaven, and things in Earth,” and things unde. 


the Earth; and let every Tongue tonfeſs that Jeſus 
<XCbwiſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
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